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PRESENTER BIO:  Soren Lagaard is an attorney in the Department’s Office of the General 

Counsel on detail in the Office of Postsecondary Education – Higher Education Programs (OPE-

HEP) to assist with CARES Act issues. Soren has been with the Department for five years, 

working on legal issues in the K-12 and higher education spaces before detailing to OPE-HEP. 

Prior to joining the Department, Soren was a middle school English teacher in the New Orleans 

area after Hurricane Katrina. Soren completed his undergraduate work at Boston College, and 

received his law degree from the University of Minnesota Law School. 


